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8th Grade Quarter 4 

Reading  

Students will: • Analyze how a modern work reflects traditional stories or works in a contemporary setting 

• Independently synthesize a complex variety of fictional genres  

• Independently synthesize a complex variety of nonfiction genres 

Vocabulary  
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples 

HUSD Support 

Materials & 

Resources 

   

Analyze how a modern work of fiction 
draws on themes, patterns of events, 
or character types from myths, 
traditional stories, or religious works 
such as the Bible, including describing 
how the material is rendered new. 

Graphic Organizer 
As you read historical fiction, take notes in your journal about the story 
characters, plot, themes, patterns of events, and setting. As you take notes 
about these categories, continue to think about how the historical setting 
impacts the story. Be sure to note page numbers with relevant information, or 
mark your text with sticky notes, so you can go back and cite the text during 
class discussion. 
• Who are the major character(s)? 
• Do they remind you of any character types from myths or other traditional 
stories? How? 
• What is the problem faced by the character(s)? How does he/she/they 
resolve the problem? 
• What is the theme of the novel (i.e., good vs. evil, overcoming challenges, 
etc.)? 
• What is the impact of the historical setting(s) on the characters, plot, or 
theme? 
 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
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• Are there any recognizable patterns of events? What are they and of what 
do they remind you? Your teacher may give you the opportunity to share your 
notes with a partner who read the same text, prior to class discussion.  
(RL.8.5, RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.9) 
 
• Students will analyze a modern work of fiction to recognize themes, patterns 
of events, or character types from well-known myths, stories, religious works, 
etc.  
• Students will then explain how the concepts, theme, characters, or 
framework has been reinvented to become contemporary.   
• Students should have knowledge of characterization techniques (e.g., direct, 
indirect, etc.), themes, and universal themes (e.g., change, power, conflict, 
order vs. chaos). 

8 RL 10 

By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems, at the high 
end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

Introductory Activity  
You will be reading a variety of literature and informational texts this year, and 
perhaps even some genres you haven’t read before. Your teacher will give you 
a list of twenty genres (such as adventure, historical fiction, comedy, ancient 
history, science fiction, fantasy, etc.) from which to select titles. One of your 
goals by the end of the year is to read books from at least four genres that are 
new to you.  
(RL.8.10, RI.8.10) 
 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

8 RI 10 

By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction at the 
high end of the grades 6–8 text 
complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 

Introductory Activity  
You will be reading a variety of literature and informational texts this year, and 
perhaps even some genres you haven’t read before. Your teacher will give you 
a list of twenty genres (such as adventure, historical fiction, comedy, ancient 
history, science fiction, fantasy, etc.) from which to select titles. One of your 
goals by the end of the year is to read books from at least four genres that are 
new to you.  
(RL.8.10, RI.8.10) 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
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8 RI 10 

By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction at the 
high end of the grades 6–8 text 
complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 

Introductory Activity  
You will be reading a variety of literature and informational texts this year, and 
perhaps even some genres you haven’t read before. Your teacher will give you 
a list of twenty genres (such as adventure, historical fiction, comedy, ancient 
history, science fiction, fantasy, etc.) from which to select titles. One of your 
goals by the end of the year is to read books from at least four genres that are 
new to you.  
(RL.8.10, RI.8.10) 
 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder

